“ PASSOVER ” with its Time Contexts
One of the More Persistent Controversies Regarding Passover Observance

 is its True Timing.  This Article Reviews those Scriptures in which Passover is Mentioned, and Being Presented in a Time-Related Context.
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The word “Passover” is used 48 times in the Old Testament, and 28 times in the New.  Being that the New is only one-third as long as the Old, the frequency of use in the New Testament, then, is nearly double that of the Old Testament! (This may be only a minor point of consideration.)  Passover, then, is not strictly an Old Testament observance!
The purpose of this article is to illustrate those places where the Passover is mentioned in scrip-tures, along with something in the context that indicates or references its timing. Not every mention includes a time reference, but those which do pose some interesting considerations relevant to the correct timing of its observance.  Many sincere religious people have strong opinions as to when Passover should be observed.  The majority are persuaded that the traditional Jewish practice of killing the Passover lamb in mid to late afternoon of the fourteenth day, then eating of it well into the evening hours of the fifteenth, is the correct practice.  Others pose that it should be killed just after sunset as the fourteenth day is beginning, being eaten later that same evening, some time prior to midnight.  Our interest here is to look into those scriptural passages which give evidence as to which opinion is correct.
In the New Testament, there is the term:“Passover of the Jews”.   Many perceive this as an attempt on the part of the Gospel writer to label the Passover as being “Jewish”, and thus, in some manner to him ‘contemptible’. Those who realize that the Passover was, in fact, not held in any degree of contempt by the early Church, nor did Christ. (after all, it was He who instituted its ongoing observance through to the Kingdom of God, (Luke 22:16 &19)) We recognize that this term was meant, not to degrade the observance, but rater to distinguish that there were DIFFERENCES in its observances that warrant our notice.  Even in the days BEFORE the New Testament observance was established, there were differences in practice between certain Jewish factions.  There was the majority observance, and there was a minority practice that was considerably different.  Thus the need to make the distinction.
THAT should be our first clue as to what we are looking for. Just what differences might there have been?  Secondly, what difference might it make for us in practice today?

Kill it in the Evening
Exodus 12: is the first mention of the Passover directly.  In it are many time-specific references. 
In verse 6, we see the term ‘evening’. In verse 12, the word ‘night’.  In verse 11, it (the Passover itself) was to be eaten ‘in haste’, and in verse 29 ‘midnight’ is identified as a key time-factor.  We learn that the Passover was to be a NIGHT TIME observance, with the lambs slain ‘in the evening’, (more specifically, a time of day referred to using a unique term: ‘between the two evenings’),
 roasted for four to five hours, then eaten in haste, and largely consumed by midnight.  This time-specific term that identifies more clearly just when all of these related events were to have begun is the word ‘evening’ ending verse 6.  It is the term that ought to be translated, and literally means “between the two evenings.” (The marginal reference in many versions will attest to this.) 
A point of sharp controversy has existed for many centuries as to exactly what this term indicates. This is key to the distinction between the “Passover of the Jews” (the majority observance) and a few of the Sadduceean persuasion who observed Passover differently, as did the early New Testament Church of God.  The minority observance started right at the onset of the fourteenth day of the first month, just after sunset.   The other observance, the more popular, that of the “Jews”, (of the Phariseean persuasion) was observed later, beginning with their lambs being slain at the Temple, starting in the mid-afternoon of the fourteenth, some twenty to twenty four hours later, being eaten many hours after sunset, well into the fifteenth day.
Whence the Name?
Some insist that “the Passover” name was derived from and is named for the time of the slaying their paschal lambs within the latter hours of the four-teenth day. The premise is that Passover derived its name from the time of the slaying of the lambs, rather than from the time of the “Passing-Over” of the LORD about midnight. This next passage will address the name source issue.   
In Exodus 12:11 we see the phase “eat the Pass-over”.  In verse 21: “kill the Passover”, yet in verse 27, the “passing-over” of the Death Angel, as some phrase it, (it was the LORD actually) is identified as being the source of the name of the observance. Can we afford to disregard this detail?   That all three elements are essential to the obser-vance: killing, eating, and Passing-Over?!  Do these identify that all three ARE components of the Passover, are all part of it, and are to be observed within the confines of one Passover evening, all within the fourteenth?  (Passover is not a whole DAY, it’s a NIGHT observance.)
The Christian Passover allows full inclusion, in practice, the traditional Jewish Passover doesn’t!    
In two places, there’s an interesting detail that adds something to the picture. They are Exodus 34:25 and Numbers 9:12 which instruct that: the remains of the Passover lambs were not to be left ‘until morning’.  Notice, this word morning is ‘morning’ (Strongs #1242)  NOT ‘morrow’ (Strongs #4279 / 4283).  Morning suggests the dawn of the same day, where morrow suggests the day after.  (Keep in mind that biblical days begin and end at sunset.) 

If they had killed their Passover lambs on the four-teenth, but burned the remains the morning of the fifteenth, the term here would have to have been ‘morrow’, as it would have been the next day!

See for example Numbers 33:3 where Israel ate the Passover on the fourteenth, but left Egypt ‘on the morrow’ after the Passover: the fifteenth.  Some see this ‘morrow’ as the daybreak of the same day, not the next day, irrespective of the hour. Can we establish from other references which picture of the event is correct?  The use of the word ‘morrow’ as opposed to ‘morning’ itself sheds a little light.
But we should look for more definition before establishing our opinion.  Also, if we conclude that the ‘morrow’ means the morning of the same day, then we create a problem with another aspect of the Exodus, that being, that Israel left Egypt ‘by night’! 

The next place where Passover is time-contexted 
is Leviticus 23:5.  Some have cross referenced this verse with that over in verse 32, without realizing that these two are very different Hebrew expres-sions.   Missing this detail can lead to a wrong presumption. The fact that verse 5 uses “between the two evenings” exclusively with regard to Passover in this place, is in itself a clue that we need to note an important distinction.
Numbers 9: is another time-related passage. Here again, the key time reference is the expression: “between the two evenings” in verses 3, 5 & 11.

Even is at Sundown

The next is Deuteronomy 16: where in verse 1 it brings in the element of it being a ‘night’ time observance. Verse 6 adds a specific requirement, having them kill their lambs ‘at even’, without 
using the usual expression in this reference of 
“between the two evenings”, but rather, by adding the important qualifier: “at the going down of the sun”. That should be clear, but somehow it isn’t to some.  It is interesting that in absence of the usual expression, the writer saw need to make the clarification so as to convey the same important sense. This offers us some tangible definition of the term: “between the two evenings” used in every other place which specifically addresses the important timing of Passover observance.
Also, verse 7 uses ‘morning’ as opposed to the term ‘morrow’. A distinction discussed above.  Morning could still be the dark part of the same day, not yet daybreak of the day following. The picture is of being still within the same day: the fourteenth.
Joshua 5: relates another time-reference, but this one is indistinct. The point in this passage is to relate an event which was keyed to the ‘morrow after the Passover’ which is regarded in some circles as relating to the offering of the ‘Wave Sheaf’. This has relevance to another matter: that of the count to Pentecost, not Passover per se.  One thing it does do, it establishes that the Passover was on the day prior, not within the same day!
The ‘morrow after the Passover’, in Joshua 5:11 should mean exactly the same thing as it does in Numbers 33:3.

Christ Observed it ‘EARLY’!
We move ahead to the New Testament to find more time-related Passover references. They being the synoptic accounts of Christ’s observance: Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16, & Luke 22:7-15.  In all of these we see Passover being observed in the early hours of the fourteenth.  The Passover of

the Jews, in contrast, would have begun their  traditional observance just after Christ expired on the cross extending on into the following evening: the fifteenth.  I say, ‘would have’ because of the exposure of the Holy of Holies to public view that occurred concurrently with Christ’s death, when the veil was torn, abruptly shutting down Temple Service activities that Passover.
Another place we can look to, not specifically in reference to Passover, but being useful in providing definition of the term: “between the two evenings”, is in Ex. 30:8.  Here, the Jews are without excuse! (And where have we heard that statement made before?)  “When Aaron lights (sets up) the lamps at even…” This is that expression again: “between the two evenings”.  An obvious reference to the onset of night, fading daylight, after sunset.

That’s what the Hebrew expression MEANS, literally. It is the redefinition of Jewish theologians, which they assigned to it, that made all the differ-ence. Their interpretation is that this expression meant between noon and sunset!  It is generally defined, and correctly so, as being ‘between sunset and complete darkness’ (the Complete Jewish Bible, 1998), and ‘between sunset and dusk’, (Moffatt Translation).

Judaism defines the term as being, roughly, mid-afternoon.  This, of course, impacts not only the observance of Passover, but also complicated the time of the offering the ‘morning and evening’ sacrifices.  (Passover is, of necessity for them, split between two different days. The declining hours of the afternoon for the killing of their lambs, with preparations and the roasting of them extending well into the next day, and the eating of the Pass-over in the evening hours of the fifteenth.)  The traditional Jewish Passover, the one referred to in John 2:13 & 11:55, that observance is ‘late four-teenth’. We need to be aware of this difference in order to discern what the scriptures are actually referring to when it alludes to the “the Jews’ Pass-over”, as opposed to that which the Church has traditionally followed and has understood the scriptures to mean.

Shading the Intent
Deuteronomy 16:4 interjects an interesting time-context dilemma for ‘late fourteenth’ observers.  This passage seems to state the time for slaying the paschal lambs as being the fifteenth at even!  It requires them to not leave any of it to remain all night until morning.  Post-exilic editing created a wording problem, highlighting their practical error!  
If they were to kill the Passover in mid afternoon 
of the fourteenth, then the wording here is wrong!  You see, the time mentioned is correct, they were to have been slain “at even”.  But in referring to the morning of the first day (of unleavened bread – the fifteenth), in accordance with traditional practice, they would have slain their lambs mid-afternoon the previous day!!  If God had intended they slay their lambs during the afternoon hours of the pre-vious day, He wouldn’t have worded it as though they had done so in the evening of this ‘first day’, (of Unleavened Bread), the fifteenth, as God’s instruction is clear that they kill them “between the evenings” of the fourteenth.  We see evidence here of their altering the original texts to accommodate their later traditional practice!  It is logically unworkable, as worded here!
We should also note that the unbiblical assignment of the name ‘Passover’ to the seven Days of Un-leavened Bread is another Jewish anomaly.

This calculated Deuteronomic re-editing resulted from their traditional mis-interpretation, observing Passover later than it originally was intended.  Passover was and should be observed within the fourteenth, the evening of the day before unleav-ened bread, and not within the fifteenth!  Israel ate the Passover on the fourteenth, and left Egypt on the fifteenth. (See the footnote on page 2.)
The Jewish perspective on Passover observance is predicated largely upon the assumption that the children of Israel began their departure from Egyptian slavery DURING that very same night, after having just EATEN the Passover: within five to six hours, at most, after it. Some accounts even allege that they were ALL GONE within this short span of time!  When we focus on this presumption and what it would really involve, the problem with that scenario becomes quite apparent. For example, it would have required the Egyptians to have begun 
burying their dead 
 immediately, even before their 
bodies were cold.  It would require them to have dug graves at night, in the dark.  Obviously, the idea of an immediate exodus is patently illogical!
The logistical nightmare of three million 
 people receiving word, after midnight, and then gathering up all their travel goods, in the night, rounding-up all their cattle, getting no sleep, forming-up in ranks, by tribes, and leaving in an orderly manner, as it says they did, all by daybreak, is in-compre-hensible!  The time it would have taken to notify a couple of million people, adequately convincing them all that Moses’ order to remain in their houses until morning had been countermanded, would be prohibitive and chaotic!   Even if notification, then packing-up and assembling could be accomplished instantly, it still would have taken no less than some seven hours for the column of people with livestock to pass out of the city.  But from the after-midnight hour, there would have been only about four to five hours to daybreak!  Israel then, under their posed scenario, couldn’t have substantially left ‘by night’ as it says they did! Certainly not that night of the fourteenth.
Another major consideration against their leaving within the same interval of darkness, within that same night in which they supposedly ate the Passover, is the question of when they could have found opportunity to spoil the Egyptians.  ‘Late’ Passover observers must conclude that this was accomplished prior to their slaying the Passover.  But understanding the timing and impact of the ninth plague, the plague of darkness, rules out that possibility.  The article: “The Overlooked Plague” looks into this situation in detail.
These and other formidable ‘logistical problems’ are the focus of my related free study papers: 
“The Passover of the Exodus”, and “Between the Two Evenings”.

 

Ω
�  A separate article “Between the Two Evenings” addresses the meaning of this time-specific term.


�  Numbers 33:3  “And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow after the Passover the children of Israel went out with a high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.”  (The fifteenth was a full moon!)  Deuteronomy 16:1  “Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the  LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.”


�  Numbers 33:4   While watching Israel assemble for departure, this passage suggests that the Egyptians were dealing with their recent dead.  Israel wouldn’t have seen them burying their dead if they were already gone during that Passover night!  Also, why would the Egyptians have buried their dead within six hours of their midnight decease?


�  The scriptures allow at least two methods of determining this number.  Most obvious is the 600,000 men over 20 years of age, mentioned in Numbers 1:45-46 and Exodus 12:37.  In a normal population, these would have represented a third of the total number.  In a population having a greater number of children per capita, (Israel’s ‘problem’) then the percentage would be even less.  Remember also, this count didn’t include


the Tribe of Levi, the ‘mixed multitudes’,  or their livestock!
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